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Adriana Bustos
Solo Booth, Dialogos Section curated by Patrick Charpenel, Rodrigo Moura and
Susanna Temkin, Museo del Barrio, New York.

Adriana Bustos (B. 1965, Bahia Blanca, Argentina), a multidisciplinary artist based in Buenos Aires, who has
received increasing international attention in recent years, having participated in the Sharjah Biennial, Emirates;
Cosmopolis #2 at Centre Pompidou, Paris and Dhaka Art Summit, Bangladesh in the past twelve months.

Bustos has developed an ambitious body of work consisting in different chapters which weave interconnected
narratives, they are based on complex historical, social and economic phenomena affecting the way we live
today. Bustos’ approach is investigative. She focuses on finding images that incarnate matters such as the effects
of colonialism, the patriarchal gaze over womanhood, traffic of narcotics and of people, censorship and repression
of ideas and of difference. Working with these images loaded with meaning through juxtaposition and montage
she takes them apart and fosters rethinking on how systems of knowledge and historical narratives are
constructed. Laborious, detailed drawing is at the core of her approach to art-making, an alchemy through which
the images’ energetic load is reworked when filtered by the artist’'s eye and hand.

Bustos has exhibited her work extensively in over 70 shows, among them Unsettled Landscapes, Site Santa Fe,
USA (2014); The As-If Principle, Magazin4 Kunstverein, Bregenz, Austria (2015); the XlI Istambul Biennial; a solo
exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary Art of Castilla and Ledn (MUSAC), Spain in 2017 and at the Klemm
Foundation, Buenos Aires in 2018.

Her works are in many relevant collections including the Museum of Modern Art of Buenos Aires, Argenting;
Museum Reina Sofia, Madrid, Spain; Kadist Foundation, San Francisco, USA; Museum of Contemporary Art of
Medellin, Colombia; Museum of Contemporary Art of Lisbon, Portugal; Casa di Rizparmo Foundation, Modena,
ltaly; Asiacity Foundation, Singapore and Sharjah Art Foundation, Emirates.
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BESTIARIO DE INDIAS |
2020

187 x 187 cm

Gouache, acrylic paint
and silver leaf on canvas




History, as incarnated in images, is Bustos’ source material. History contains in its structure empty spaces,
contradictions, chimeras, places of dreaming, unconscious territories and hallucinations. The Bestiaries of Indies
and the stories of the chroniclers who came from Europe to the Americas seem to be immersed in the hallucinatory
world of dreams. Men and women, plants and flowers, stones and landscapes merge into enigmas that try to hide
and reveal the desires, fantasies and terrors of humanity. In this work, Bustos quotes those fantastic beings which
represent the colonial imaginary.

This work is a drawing on canvas, its background is acrylic paint and silver leaf.



BESTIARIO DE INDIAS |, 2020
detail



BESTIARIO DE INDIAS |, 2020
detail
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This work belongs to Bustos' Planisferio Celeste series. Each of these pieces centers around an ideaq, they are
organized as diagrams with circular areas around a central celestial map of constellations. The drawings inside
the circles are networks of references that are not always obvious or directly related, but they together knit a new
narrative about the chosen subject matter. The celestial map displays a configuration of the stars as they
appeared on the first night of the Christian era. The names of the stars and constellations have been replaced by
words referencing the subject explored in the work, including theoretical and personal reflections associated with
it, thus becoming a chart of sorts. Venus Il, exhibited at Dhaka Art Summit earlier this year, pays homage to
influential women in Southeast Asia's history, emphasizing the women who introduced social changes and
questioned patriarchal paradigms.



PLANISFERIO CELESTE, CONSTELACION VENUS I, 2019
detail
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BURNING BOOKS Xl, 2020 BURNING BOOKS Xil, 2020
Watercolor on paper, photographs. Watercolor on paper, photographs.
Wood, glass and wooden shelves, 158 x 75 X 12 cm Wood, glass and wooden shelves, 158 x 75 X 12 cm



Burning Books is an ongoing project on censorship and right to expression. These bookcase-like pieces (actually
each a group of very shallow wooden shelves) display hand-rendered covers of books that were banned,
deliberately hidden from circulation or burnt in different times and places. The book covers are carefully drawn
and painted by hand. One of the shelves in each “bookcase “ displays documentary black and white photographs
of actual instances of book-burning. Bustos obtains listings of banned publications from her research in libraries
worldwide. Censorship is far from an issue of the past. The Intellectual Freedom department of ALA (American
Library Association) is currently receiving hundreds of reports each year about attempts to ban books from public
libraries, many of them related to sexuality and LGBTQ themes.
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BURNING BOOKS Xl, 2020
detail
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detail
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BURNING BOOKS XIlI, 2020
detail
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